TOWN OF RICH SQUARE ZONING ORDINANCE - Proposed Amendment

Proposed Amendment — Adding Mobile Food Vendors to the Zoning Ordinance as
presented, approved, and recommended by the Planning Board on June 17, 2026

In addition, Article XIII, Definitions of Terms, is amended (placed, re-numbered in appropriate
alphabetical order) to add: Mobile Food Vendors. Any mobile food vending activity which includes
food trucks, push carts or carts or trailers pulled by another vehicle regardless of whether the food
offered is prepared on-site or not.

The section below will be added to Article VII — General Provisions, numbered according to
renumbering of sections due to previous amendments (Temporary Uses, Electronic Gaming
Establishments, and Complexes).

Section 7.12 Mobile Food Trucks

7.12.1 Purpose: This section is designed to provide standards relative to the accessibility,
appearance, and safety regarding commercial mobile food vending, as well as to preserve the
peace and enjoyment of the occupied site by a properly permitted vendor.

7.12.2 Permits and Licenses:

1. An approved Mobile Food Vendor Permit must be obtained from the Zoning
Administrator prior to operating a mobile food vending activity, which includes
food trucks, push carts, and carts or trailers pulled by a motor vehicle regardless
of whether the food is prepared on-site or not, within the appropriate locations
within the Town of Rich Square’s town limits. Exceptions will be noted and
provided below. Mobile Food Vendor permits are valid for a 12-month period
from the initial date of issuance and can be renewed. The fee is set by the Town of
Rich Square’s schedule of Development Fees.

2. The Northampton County Health Department approval is required for all mobile
food vending prior to Town approval. Proof of approval must be provided to the
Town prior to issuance of the initial permit and each renewal.

3. The Town permit and health inspection rating must be visibly displayed on the
vehicle and at all locations.

4. Registration at Town sponsored special events is exempt from the Mobile Food
Vendor permit requirement if the special event is the only occasion for vending
within the Town’s town limits. The mobile food vendor must register with the
Town or a town recognized non-profit for a recognized special event. This does
not exempt the vendor from following federal, state, and county laws, including
the display of health inspection rating is still required.

5. When submitting a mobile food vendor zoning compliance application, the
vendor must submit a picture of the mobile unit and any sign to be used showing
the name of the unit. The mobile food vendor must have a base of operations and
must report to said base daily for supplies, cleaning, and servicing unless exempt
by the County Health Department. If the base of operations is under different
ownership than the mobile food vendor, a written agreement for use must be
submitted as part of the application. No waste, grease, or wastewater shall be
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released into the town’s sanitary sewer or stormwater collection systems, ditches,
tree wells, or other public spaces.

The vending unit operator shall comply with all federal, state, and local laws
when operating the unit.

All vendors shall be required to maintain active liability insurance. Proof of
insurance must be provided to the Town at the time of permit application prior to
issuance of the initial permit and each renewal.

If any mobile food vendor unit has a suspended or revoked permit or license from
the State of North Carolina and/or Northampton County and, on a subsequent
inspection by the State or County, if an inspector has determined that a vendor has
not corrected the violations, the Town issued mobile vendor permit will be
revoked and food service in the Town shall cease.

A permit issued under this Section is not transferrable.

. Mobile food vendors that stop based on customer demand for point of sale service

and move to a different location such as an ice cream truck or similar operation
are exempt from the Town’s permitting.

Location and Placement:

Mobile Food Vendor units can operate within the C-1 Retail Business District, C-

2 Highway Business District, and I-1 Industrial District (as designated on the

Official Zoning Map) subject to the requirements listed within the Section.

Mobile Food Vendors cannot operate in any of the Town’s residential zoning

districts including the Apartment and Office zoning district (as designated on the

Official Zoning Map) except for Town sponsored special events and private

parties or events where mobile food vendor vehicle is located on private property

subject to certain limitations or requirements described in this Section.

Noncommercial private events held on single-family detached lot, duplex lot,

common space owned by a homeowners’ association, or church or non-profit

owned lot provided that all of the following conditions are met:

a. The event is not open to the public, such as outdoor weddings, private parties,
etc.

Is located on a site with a single user and/or tenant.

c. Will not make, cause, or allow the making of any noise or sound level which
exceeds the limits set forth in the Town’s or County’s noise ordinance and will
not generate adverse traffic or other nuisance impacts on adjacent properties.

No mobile food vendors will be allowed to vend in the public street.

Written consent must be given by the property owner for the use to take place.

Evidence of permission must be available at either the time of permit application

or at inspections.

No mobile food vendors will be allowed to vend in any publicly owned and

provided parking space unless permission is provided for special events.

Dedicated and marked customer parking spaces on privately owned lots can be

used by mobile food vendors with written permission of the property owner and
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may use up to 600 +/- sq. ft. of parking space. Depending on circumstances,
additional area for vending may be approved by the Zoning Administrator with
possibly limitations and provided the owner provides permission. In no case, shall
the travel way or path of the parking lot be used for any portion of the vending
activity.

Mobile food vending units and business operations may not obstruct sidewalks,
ingress, or egress to the property or building entrance.

Mobile food vendors shall not be parked or set up closer than twenty (20) feet
from a fire hydrant and shall not obstruct access to public infrastructure, including
but not limited to manholes, valve boxes, meter boxes, underground vaults, and
other water and sewer system appurtenances.

Site Operational and Cleanliness Requirements

The site associated with the mobile food vendor unit(s) must be kept neat and
clean. Grease spills must be cleaned up the same day.

Vendors are responsible for providing receptacles for their patron’s trash and
recyclable materials and are responsible for the removal of their own garbage and
recycling as well as their patron’s trash from the site each day. Trash shall not be
placed in the Town’s public trash receptacles. Trash/garbage shall be removed off-
site and taken to a proper sanitary facility.

Customer seating may be provided along with shading devices provided the shade
devices are safely secured. All vendor equipment and merchandise shall be
removed from the premises when the mobile unit leaves the premises each day.
The use of glass containers is prohibited. Mobile food vendors are encouraged to
use recyclables and/or compostable containers, cups, and utensils.

Signage is permitted within the types and requirements of Article VIII — Sign
Regulations of the Zoning Ordinance. One wall sign affixed to the vehicle or
trailer per side and said sign shall be no larger than 40 sq. ft. and one A-frame
sign not to exceed five (5) feet in height and twelve square feet of surface area
may be placed within eight feet of the vehicle or trailer to display daily specials,
menus, other similar information. Other signs and devices including plaques,
banners, pennants, streamers, and posters are not permitted.

Amplified music or other sounds from any mobile food vendor unit for the
purposes of vending products is prohibited.

Mobile food vendors shall follow the setback requirements of the zoning district
in which they are located. If there are none in a particular district, vendor units
shall be situated at least ten (10) feet from all property lines and any street/road
right-of-way and shall not encroach onto any street, sidewalk, or travel way, and
shall not obstruct any loading zone or handicap parking space.

Mobile food vendor units shall be situated at least twenty-five (25) feet from any
permanent structure. Only under guidance and recommendation of the County
Fire Marshal a unit can be within the twenty-five feet separation. Such approval
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shall be based upon building type, building materials, existing fire breaks, and
other pertinent information.

On sites with multiple vendor units, the units must maintain a minimum of twenty
(20) feet from another unit.

Hours of operation for mobile food vendors shall be limited to 7 a.m. to 10 p.m.
Mobile food vendor operators or their designee must be always present during
operation, except in the event of an emergency. Vendor must vacate the site each
day unless the vendor owns the site.

Enforcement

Violation — Any mobile food vendor in violation of any provision within this
section or any other rules and regulations may be subject to a fine in accordance
with Article X — Administration, Enforcement, Preliminary Zoning Permits,
Certificate of Zoning, Compliance, and Penalties. Each day of violation shall
constitute a separate offense for purposes of the penalties and remedies specified
in the Ordinance.

The Zoning Administrator may suspend, revoke, or decline to renew a mobile
food vendor permit for cause, after reasonable notice to the permittee of the
grounds for the proposed action and the time and place of a conference to discuss
the issue(s) and the right to appeal said decision to the Town’s Board of
Adjustment.



