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Proposed Amendment – Adding Electronic Gaming Establishments to the Zoning Ordinance 

as presented, approved, and recommended by the Planning Board on June 17, 2026 

Article VI, District Provisions, Section 6.6, C-2 Highway Business District and Section 6-7, I-1 

Industrial District is hereby amended to add Electronic Gaming Establishments under 

Subsection 6.6.2 and 6-7-2 respectively. The following shall be special use in the C-2 and I-1 

districts subject to the approval process provisions of Section 11-5-3 as a Special Use.  

Subject to the requirements of N.C.G.S. Chapter 160D, all references to “conditional use or 

uses” in the Zoning Ordinance shall be amended to read “special use or uses”. In addition, all 

references to the approval process provisions for conditional aka special uses in Article VI, 

Sections 6-1, 6-2, 6-3, 6-4, 6-6, and 6-7 shall be Section 11-5-3 (Special Uses) – not 10-5-2 or 10-

5-3 as stated in current Ordinance.  

In addition, Article XIII, Definitions of Terms, is amended (placed, re-numbered in 

appropriate alphabetical order) to add: Electronic Gaming Establishments. (with same 

wording as shown below in 7.10.2) 

The section below will be added to Article VII – General Provisions, numbered according to 

renumbering of sections due to previous amendments (Temporary Uses).  

Section 7.10 Electronic Gaming Establishment 

 7.10.1 Intent and Purpose: This section allows for the establishment of specific standards 

for electronic gaming establishments and provides that such uses do not negatively affect certain 

uses and activities within the community.  

 7.10.2 Defined: ELECTRONIC GAMING ESTABLISHMENT. Any business enterprise, 

whether as a principal or accessory use, where persons utilize electronic machines, including, but 

not limited to computers and gaming terminals to conduct games including but not limited to 

sweepstakes, lotteries, games, and/or games of chance, and where cash or merchandise, or other 

items of value are redeemed or otherwise distributed, whether or not the value of such distribution is 

determined by electronic games played or by predetermined odds, which have a finite pool of 

winners. The term includes, but is not limited to internet sweepstakes, video sweepstakes, game 

centers, bingo parlors operating as a business, internet cafes or cybercafés. This definition does not 

include any lottery endorsed, approved, or sponsored by the State of North Carolina, or arcade 

games of skill, where the outcome of the game relies predominantly on the player’s mental and 

physical competencies, talents, skills, and abilities rather than on chance or luck. 

 7.10.3 Standards:  

(a). No electronic gaming business shall be located within a 2,640-foot 

radius of an existing or approved electronic gaming establishment, public or private school, child or 

adult day care facility, nursing home, group living facility, girls and boys club or non-profit club, or 

park.  
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(b).  No electronic gaming establishment shall be located within 1,000-foot 

radius of the following: 

1. An existing conforming use single-family dwelling use located in any district; 

2. Any single-family or two-family attached (duplex) residential zoning district; and 

3. An existing or approved place of worship or multi-family use. 

4. An establishment with an on-premises North Carolina ABC license.  

(c). Major Gateway Setbacks. All electronic gaming establishments shall maintain a two 

hundred (200) foot setback along the gateway corridors listed below. The setback shall be measured 

perpendicular to the existing road right-of-way and the corridor shall extend 1,500 feet inward from 

the Town limit line. For the purposes of this standard a major gateway is identified as an entry way 

into the zoning jurisdiction along any of the following transportation corridors:  

i. US 258, North and South Main Streets  

ii. NC 305, West and East Jackson Streets  

 

(d). The measurements associated with subsections (a) and (c) above shall be made from the 

exterior wall of the proposed electronic gaming business to the nearest exterior wall of any existing 

or approved electronic gaming business, existing conforming use single-family dwelling located in 

any district, or existing or approved school, place of worship or multi-family use. The measurement 

shall be made from the exterior wall of the proposed electronic gaming business to the nearest lot 

line of any single-family residential zoning district or park. 

(e). There shall be no more than one (1) electronic gaming operations establishment on the 

same lot or property or in the same building, structure, or portion thereof. No other principal or 

accessory use may occupy the same building, structure, property, or portion thereof as an electronic 

gaming operations establishment. No electronic gaming use, as defined herein, shall be an accessory 

or secondary use to another principal use unless it complies with this Section.  

 

(f). No electronic gaming establishment shall be located within any certified redevelopment 

area or any designated historic district. 

 

(g). The use shall be conducted within a completely enclosed building with no outside 

congregation of customers permitted for any purpose. 

(h). During hours of operation, electronic gaming operations shall be open for direct, 

unobstructed access by police, fire, and emergency response personnel. All entrance doors shall 

remain unlocked while patrons are on the premises. All electronic gaming operations terminals, 

computers, machines, and/or gaming stations shall be open and visible from the exterior front of the 

establishment and not be operated in a separate or storage room. The days and hours of operation 

shall be between:  

 i. Monday through Thursday: 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.  
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 ii. Friday through Saturday: 10 a.m. to 12 midnight 

 iii. Sunday: 1 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

(i). No play on any game shall be allowed during the times when the electronic gaming 

operations are required to remain closed. All electronic gaming sites are subject to inspection. 

(j). All electronic gaming operations shall be operated only on the ground floor of a building, 

and plate glass windows shall be in those parts of the building facing any street, so that a clear view 

inside may be had from the street.  

 

(k). There must be an adult, 18 years of age or older, always managing the business on the 

premises during the hours of operation. No patron under 18 years of age is allowed within the 

establishment. 

 

(l). No loud noises shall be allowed to emanate beyond the licensed premises. 

(m). No alcoholic beverages shall be served or consumed on the premises of the electronic 

gaming operation. 

 

(n). The maximum number of machines/terminals/computers for any electronic gaming 

operations business is twenty (20). During the approval process, the developer must submit a “to 

scale” drawing depicting the interior layout of the proposed establishment. The drawing must 

include all pertinent information including but not limited to tables, chairs and monitors/terminals. 

 

(o). All local, state, and federal laws shall be met. A permit issued under this section shall in 

no way authorize any illegal activities.  

 

(p) A special use permit under this section to an operator or owner of an electronic gaming 

establishment is not transferrable to another operator or owner.  

 

(q). Signage shall meet all the requirements of Article VIII Sign Regulations and the 

following requirements:  

 i. No signs shall be posted on the windows of the establishment which are visible from the 

exterior of the development. 

 ii. No neon or other effects which simulate the appearance of neon, nor any flashing, 

chasing, undulated, or other variable lighting effects shall be used in connection with any use 

hereunder where such lighting effects would be visible from the exterior of the establishment.  

 iii. All rules of the electronic games shall be displayed prominently within the establishment.  

 

(r). Parking shall be provided at the rate of one (1) space per full-time employee and one (1) 

space per gaming terminal and/or electronic gaming machine in the establishment and in accordance 

with Article VII for Off-Street Parking, Stacking, and Loading Areas.  
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(s). In addition to the required screening specified elsewhere in the Zoning Ordinance, a 

minimum 6-foot-high opaque fence shall be erected along the applicant’s side and rear property 

line. 


